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E By SONNI SCHWINN 
` Heber City Correspondent 

- HEBER CITY — After 18 

years as a volunteer fireman 

in Wasatch County, Harris 

Parcell retired Sept. 1. ~~~ 

He said he won’t miss the 
fires, but he will miss the 
association with the other 
firemen. He said the group is 
like a fraternity. 

“Harris has been a good 
person to have. We’re going 
to miss him,” said Clyde 

- Montgomery, secretary of the 
-volunteer firemen’s associa- 
tion. He said when their bee- 
pers go off, most of the fire- 
„men head for the fire. 

“But not Harris,” he said. 
_“He makes sure those en- 
*Bines are out before he goes 
“anywhere. That's his first 
stop. 

“For quite a few years, it 
’s been his responsibility to 
look after the fire engines — 
make sure the tires were up, 
the battery checked, the oil 
in the engines, and that they 
were all fueled and ready to 
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go. You've got to have some- 
body pretty responsible for 
that.” 

Parcell was assistant fire 


chief for three years and has © 


served on almost every com- 
mittee in the department, 
Montgomery reported. 

One of the worst fires in 
Parcell’s memory was in 
1972, when the Safeway store, 
which he managed, burned 
down. He said no one knew 
how it started, but oil in the 
floors fed it. He said it had 
been oiled at least once a 
month, for at least 15 years. 

The alarm “was turned in 
at 5 a.m. When my wife said 
it was the store, I didn’t even 
stop to put on my coveralls. I 
just grabbed them and put 
them on as I went. 

“We didn’t dare go in the 
front door and we went 
around and broke in the back 
door, and that whole back 
room was just absolutely all 
gone,” he said. 

Fire crews from Summit 
and Utah Counties helped 
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fight the fire, which took 
about three hours to control, 
he said, but the building 
couldn't be saved. In fact, 
people began moving things 
out of neighboring businesses, 
which were threatened, but 
the crews were able to keep 
it from spreading. 


One of the other fires he 
remembers as the most seri- 
ous was the one that de- 
stroyed the building owned 
by Heber Light and Power, 
once a pea factory, which 
burned out about eight busi- 
nesses two years ago. He 
said that was also a difficult 
fire to fight because it was 
very smokey and would ap- 
pear to be under control, then 
flare up again. 

He also recalls the coldest 
he ever got, when the water 
had to be pumped from a 
reservoir to fight a fire in a 
Wallsburg home one Decem- 
ber. 

“We couldn’t get the hose 
to suck water and I just said, 
‘to heck with it.’ I just 


grabbed the hose and took off 
out into the water. When I 
got home, my clothes were 
frozen on me,” he said. 
Parcell was born in Walls- 
burg and graduated from 
Wasatch County High School. 
He worked at Safeways four 
years, then managed the 
store for 35 years, and volun- 
tarily retired in July 1984. 


After retirement, he and 
his wife, Phyllis, went on a 
mission to Akron, Ohio, for 
the LDS Church, and now 
works at the temple two 
mornings a week. He enjoys | 
gardening at his Heber City 
home and two other pieces of 
land, where he grows alfalfa, 
grain, and vegetables, most 
of which he gives away. 


He has been an LDS bish- 
op, high priest group leader, 
and member of the high 
council. He said he's had to | 
leave church meetings many 
times to go fight a fire, but 
everyone knew he had to go 
and didn’t complain about it. 


